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LEXING1'CL"V is t!X!leported at the tlaval. Air Station, Penaaeola, Florida, and is 

the tralnins carrier for bulc, a~vdriced, and fleet qualiN.cattons. LEXlOO'l'Oif i• 

under the o~tional control of the Chief of I~val Air Training who delegates the 

control to the Chief of HaY&l. Air Buic Training when 1n the Pensacola area and to 

the Chief of t~aval Air .Adftnce<l Tra.ining when 1n the Corpus Christl, i'exae area. 

During 1960 LEXINGTOn was commandGd by Captain E. w. Gendron. 

To begin 1$68, ~put into Drydoc:k Number 4 in Portsmouth, Virginia on 

the ninth of January for a three week atay. 

All four of the ship's propellers and shafts were removed for maintenance . Two 

of the ship' s 16 foot propellers were replaced and the other two re'bal.&nced ~ All rope 

guards and couplJ.ne covers on the sh&f'ta ware replaced and the m1ssin5 dunce cap 

on number two propeller was replaced. 

Stern tubes were repacked, b~ller blowdown piping was replaced and all hull 

zincs ' terc rool&ccd . 

Approx1T!l4tcly 66 percent of the 'tl&terline was sandblasted and repainted along 

with nuch of the reat of the ship below the waterline. 

On February 2nd LEXIUCTOU' arriwd at t!ayport naval Station to begin a six week 

RAV JJCriod . 

The ar~--estin~ gear, conatating of four engines, were completely torn down and 

reassembled . Flu1d filter in.tallations wore installed, horizontal deck sheave 

covers re-pl.&ced, and fluid stow~ tanks were acid el9Ded and replenished with 

new hydraulic nuid. 

P.oth catapults were also complete 1.y OYCrhauled durin~ the RAV period . !be water 

braJte cylinders were realigned on both the port and starboard cats and new aeal1ng 

strips a.nd sheave stackS were insta.lled on the starboard eat. 

In other areas throughout the ship improveD-'Etnts were made including overhaul or the 

TACAN. f.fost of the ship's divisions aastg:ned personnel to painting paaaagewaya and 

compartments and replacing tile on the decks. 



.. 

While in Ma~, the UBS LEXI!lG'rOII celebrated its Silver Anniversary on 
• I, • 

17 lebruary, 25 years after abe ttu commtasimted at the Bethlehem Steel Shipyards 

in Quincy, Mauachuaetta . 

Feativities f'or the silver celebration 1ndluded a stand-up buffet on the ·ahtp•a 

foc 'sle for Navy Leaeue directors, lfaval dienitaries, civic leaders, and press. 

Captain Gendron then recounted the story of the history making World war II order to 

"Light up the fleet" given by VADM Mitcher on the bridge of the LEXnm-rott at the 

first battle of the Ph1llipine Sea. 

With the vork completed, LEm!Groll departed Mayport on 16 1-~ch ond headed for 

Pensacola and the continuation of her mission: the tr&inin3 of naval pilots. 

The month of A'Jrll wu hi(th11S}ltcd by a visit f'roo the Inter-American Defet~.ae 

Board. forty- sewn officers t.rom nineteen .Amariean Republica. includlne the 

United States, 't'lho make up tho senior military pl.a..'lning or~zation in the Western 

lle!!lispherc apent a day aboard LEXINGTON to observe flight operations. 

Tho :;rurpose or the IADB is to prorlde plana for the c:xr.mon defenoe of the 

Western Hemisphere through coordinated ef forts ot the defense capabilities of 

member countries. The Board • s hc:xno is 1n abington D. C. and 1 t r:eet s oo. a 

continuing basis. In addition to the IADB, LEXINGTON has hosted approximately 

37,550 guests durina the year aa part of the Civilian Orientation Cruise program. 

In V.ay LEXIRGTOX vas sent to Y..ayport for another yard period • Bro!ten gear 

teeth reaultin3 froo fatigue failure in the number One reduction t!.e&r passed 

throut!;b the gear train causing a complete failure of that unit. Six tons of 1nterm.eclia1 

reduction eears l:ere brought to the ceck via a hoisting rig. The aears had more thrln 

likely not seen clayllgbt since they "'Je-re laid in place owr twenty-five ye&rs ago. ·f 

'l'he ''bull gear'' connections were disconnected between main number one engine and 

the low pressure turb!no. The main housing for the "bull gear" along with the 

gear itself tlt.a brought to the htulgar deck. The housing alone ~reigbs eleven tons. 



The new gears that were inat~ed were taken from a famous World war II Yeteran, 
~· .. , 

tht- Prar.:U1n, which bas not seen service since belng severely damaged during the 

World 1far II. 

When LEXINGTON eceraed fran J.fa.YJX>rt Naftl. station, Auguat 6, her erev found 

that the number of pilots waiting to be qual.it1ed was a staggering fi~e. 

undaunted, the crew of the LEXIlrotorl rolled up their sleeves and pitched in to 

tackle the job, and ended up 18 days later with what baa been termed ••one ot tbe 

busiest months in nawl carqual ariation history," averaging 321 landings on her 

deck every day. 

WhU.e apcratin3 eiGhteen daya 1n Au!;ust in the Gulf of Mexico off Penaacola, 

norida and Corpus Chriati, Texas, LJaDJGTOB recorded IJ,516 landings on her deck, 

made the 75,000th catapult off her starboard catapult and quaJ.itied or retl'eahed 

726 pilots tor e&rr1Gr landings, a new rocord for LEXING10N. The 25-year-old 

carrior al.Do recorded her 216,oooth through 220,oooth landinea, for a record 

ahead of any other carrier in the u. s. Uavy. 

On Oetober 15 an emeraency radio call for help was received by the u.s. Coast 

Guard !"rom C&ptain P-arnes of the 6o-root fiahing boat, John R. Cook . Unknown to 

the strutse] ins crew, the Coast Guard bad relayed their "SOS" to the Naval Air 

station at Ponsa.colA aslt.in.a tor assistance in the search for the sin!dng boat. 

The Naval Air Station determinoo that the closest assistance woul.d have to 

come from the trai.ning carrier LEXmG!OU wblch was located 45 miles from the 

sin!dng vessel. Wben the call want to the LEXINGTON the ca.rrier balteCI ita flight 

operations and baaded for the stricken cratt. She immediately sent two of her 

helicopters to the scene of the sinking vessel and readied two more for takeoff if 

nece•sary. 

Upon arrtftl., the helicopters hovered over the boat and ~winches on their 

sides lowered rescue seats. Ind1Yidually, the seYen crev members were hauled 



aboard the het:: eoptor. ODce on the LZl..'XmG'lQN they were taken to tbe ship • a 

hospital 11hero each 'AS given a tf1orattg;b. pbyaical examinAtion and then fed hot 
~· .~ ~ 

meals and given tl:r:l elothea. »urine their stay th& fish~ wen: taken on 

tours of' tho ship and invitect to the bl-idr;e wltb C&pta.in E. tl. Gonctron. I'M next 

day the crew vent aabore as the lii!X put into Penaacola. 

LEXINGTOU e!oscd out 1968 with a trip to the Al.&b&r4& Pry »oct and Sb1p

building C~ at f.iobUe t'or the conversion to dtatU.late fuel. Sbe entered 

the ebal'Ulel on tbe nornin..> of Deeer.l~r 21st and after a . iw and one balf hour 

sea 6etnU, tted up t~ Pier Kilo at l.G..,'v.>. !be l.li!Xt!ro'i'OlJ, a 910-root, ~4,ooo ton 

'F.aaex-class earrler, was tbo l&r:::teat shiJ) aver to nftr;otiate the c'blumel and enter 

tho pQl't of ~bile. 

Additi~na,J.:cy LEXlliG'L'O~ lWJ pc'tic1patod 1n such progrems 118 the A·7D carrier 

suitability teats, the 1'·2D trai!ling mme, the E~b Squad om.e, tbe noia(} and 

Vibration sUI"'V'eys by Phlla. , and the Fa'.;igua Study by !i&val Mrospnca Medical 

Inatitute. 

~spite- the tme spent on yard :t-apuJ.ra. ~Groll .~ed to atca.'U ff2,216.u 

miles which is equivalent to two trips around the earth at the equ&tc•r. LEXIIIDTON's 

deck was tho 'buaioat ollG in tho UaVJt aa sl roaehecl a total of ~33,48() landings while 

qualif,ying 3,1r07 aviat~a: 

~asie 1~~9 
Mvanced 1409 
J'l.eot 509 

The Doaic Train1r..g COl."lflalld aeeounted :ror 2,b58 touch and go landincs and 8,009 

MTeated while the Advaneed 'fra1rlin.; Com::and bad 2,6115 touch and r;o l.andin~ tlnd 

9,011 arrested. Tho cost oF opel"&tians vaa $6~171, 50n or o:p,proxtma.tely $247 .oo 

per tan~ and $11{7 .oo per mUe at~. 




